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FUNCTIONAL WRITING

One of the school rules in your school is that you should not keep food in the dormitory. There has been a search and several food items were confiscated from your dormitory. As one of the students who were found with food, write a letter to the deputy principal apologizing for the incident.										(20 mks)
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COMPREHENSION 
Read the following passage ad answer the questions that follow.
Keep the world green
It was Parents Day at Kamusala Secondary School. The students had looked forward to this day because it was also a prize-giving Day. They longed to see their parents since they had been away from home for two months now. The school compound was clean to perfection: lawns mowed to size, the drive way swept clean, classrooms, offices, dining hall, all well swept and seats neatly arranged, trees and flower beds carefully trimmed. The students were elegantly dressed in their white shirts, green ties, green pullovers and green shorts for the junior classes and green pairs of trousers for the senior classes. Their uniform seemed to echo the theme of the day which was ‘Keep the World Green’.

Mr. Bifwoli, the principal of the school, had been there for four years. His achievements since joining the school were numerous: excellent academic performance, modern buildings, high number of students, improved teacher-parent relationship and above all, a green environment. As a result of these achievements, Mr. Bifwoli had become the favourite of the students, teachers and parents alike. Standing above six feet tall, dark in complexion, always dressed in a black or grey suit, a white shirt and a red tie, the principal of Kamusala Secondary school walked with a gait that oozed elegance, confidence and authority.

By 10:00 am all the parents were assembled and ready for the day’s proceeding. They were excited to be in this serene and beautiful compound whose outlook seemed to have been miraculously transformed. It was all green and the many trees around provided adequate beauty and shade where the green tents did not suffice. The students were equally excited and they entertained their parents with a lot of zeal and passion. They recited poems, sang songs and staged plays which reflected on issues such as human rights, HIV and AIDS, education, tree planting, inter-tribal conflicts, poverty, drug abuse among others. The parents listened attentively as they meditated on the various messages passed on by their children. They applauded proudly.

When it was Mr Bifwoli’s time to give his address, he began by welcoming the parents to Kamusala Secondary School, introducing the teachers, the members of the Board of Governor and members of the Parents Teachers Association. Then he went on, “It is a great pleasure for Kamusala Secondary School to have all of you here. Today I would like to educate all of you on one very important aspect of life: keeping our world green. You will all agree with me that what you see int his compound today is not what you saw two years ago. There are trees and flowers beds everywhere and that is why the compound looks beautiful as it downs. This is a result of combined effort from the administration, teachers, subordinate staff and students. Every person in this institution plants one tree every term,” Mr. Bifwoli continued as the parents clapped in appreciation.

“Trees are very vital in the life of man. Since we began planting trees, our students have developed a sense of responsibility, every morning they carry water form the taps to water the trees. In other words, each one of them takes care his trees. At break time and at lunch time, they can be seen taking shelter under the rees as they hold their group discussion or even as they study individually. Teachers sometimes hold their lessons under the trees since it is fresh and provides an environment conducive to learning. In addition, we feel safe here since trees prevent strong wind from blowing our compound.

“Today, I invite all of you parent and our guests to join us in keeping the world green. I urge all of you to plant trees at homes. If every member of your family plants at least one tree a month, in two years’ time, you will notice a big difference in the environment. You can even grow your land beautiful and accessing shade, you will be playing a significant role in increasing the amount rain we receive every year because trees attract rainfall. Your cost of fuel will reduce because you will not have to buy firewood or charcoal. You will simply cut one tree from your forest, use it to burn charcoal and also to get firewood. But always remember: once you cut down one tree, you should plant two. Moreover, with trees on your land, soil erosion will be a thing of the past. From the trees, you can get timber and poles to sell hence get some income. The fruit trees will provide you and your family with enough fruits to eat and if possible sell.

“As I conclude, I would like all of you to understand that tree planting is not an easy task; it requires a lot of effort and discipline. You have to be determine to see the trees grow therefore you have to ensure that they are constantly watered. If by some bad luck, one tree withers, you have to plant another one immediately. Today, I am going to set the ball rolling by giving each one of you three seedlings to take home with you and plant right away. In this compound, we have established a nursery which comprises thousands of seedlings. I will give three seedlings to you free of charge but you are free to buy as many as you need from our school farm. We will sell to you at a subsidized price because we want to work together with you to keep the world green. You can buy today or come over any time you are ready and buy the seedlings. Thank you very much.”    

Questions

1. What preparations had been made in readiness for the Parents’ Day at Kamusala Secondary School?											(2mks)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
2.  List the topics that were covered in the students’ entertainment items.			(3mks)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
3. What changes had taken place in Kamusala Secondary School since Mr. Bifwoli became the school principal?										(2mks)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
4. Explain the role played by each of the following in keeping the world green in this school.													(3mks)

a) The students 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

b) The teachers
									
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
c) The subordinate staff

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

5. How has tree planting benefited the students and teacher in Kamusala Secondary School? 												            (2mks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
6. Describe the character of Mr. Bifwoli.							(2mks)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
7. Explain the meaning of the following words and pharases as used in the passage.	(4mks)

a) gait ………………………………………………………………………………………………

b) serene …………………………………………………………………………………………..

c) set the ball rolling ………………………………………………………………………………

d) subsidized ………………………………………………………………………………………

8. Apart from planting trees, which other methods can man use to preserve the environment? 													(2mks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
CLOZE TEST

Read the passage and fill in each blank with an appropriate word.

The education _______________________ very small children is in the ___________________ 

of the mother and the nurse. It is _____________________ on through lullabies. In these, the 

_________________________ history and tradition of the family ______________ clan are sang

And by hearing ______________________ lullabies daily. It is easy for the ________________
 
to take in this early _______________________ without any difficulty. This is one of the 

_________________________ by which the history of the people is passed form generation to 

_________________________________.


ORAL LITERATURE

The origin of procreation 

Long ago, a man came down from heaven, while another man and woman came out of the ground. The Lord of head also sent python, the non-poisonous snake, which made its home in the rive. In the beginning, men and women had no children, they had no desire for one another and did not  know the process of procreation and birth. It was python who taught them. He asked the men and women if they had any children and on being told they had none, the python said that he would make the woman conceive. He told the couple to stand facing each other, and then he went into the river and came out with his mouth full of water. This, he sprayed on their bellies sayings “kus! Kub” (words that are used in clan rituals). Then the python told the couple to go home and lie together, and the woman conceived and bore children.
This is how procreation came about.
Questions
1. What type of narrative is this? Give a reason for your answer.				(2mks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
ii) Identify and explain the function of an ideophone in the narrative.			(2mks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
iii) State two functions of oral literature.							(2mks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
iv) State two ways in which the narrator would involve the audience in the performance of this narrative.											(2mks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
v) Write down the opening formula of this narrative.					(2mks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

ORAL SKILLS
1. For each word below provide another one with similar pronunciation.		(5mks)
i) Story …………………………………………………….
ii) Boy ………………………………………………………..
iii) Weather …………………………………………………
iv) Need ………………………………………………………
2. Identify the silent letter in the following words						(5mks)
i) Plough ……………………………………………
ii) Honour ……………………………..
iii) Knee ………………………………
iv) Debt …………………………………
v) Heir …………………………………..
3. Underline the odd one out according to pronunciations of the underlined sounds.	(5mks)
i) rough	envy		photographs
ii) hour 	oar		our
iii) access	cereal		set
iv) April	ape		apart
v) pulse 	pulpit 		pull

POETRY
Reading the poem and answer the questions after it
Up in the morning,
Out on the on the job,
Work like the devil for My Pay,
Has nothing to do
But roll around heaven all day!

Work for my woman
Toil for my kids,
Sweat till I’m wrinkled and grey,
While that lucky old sun
Has nothing to do
But roll around heaven all day!

Dear Lord above, cant you see I’m pining?
Tear roll in my eyes,
Bring down that cloud with the silver lining,
Take me to paradise!

Show me that river,
Take me across,
Wash all my troubles away,
Like that lucky old sun,
Give me nothing to do
But roll around  Heaven all day!

Questions

1. Who is the persona?									(1mk)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
2. What is the poem about?									(2mks)

3. Identify and explain any two stylistic devices used in the poem.				(4mks)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
4. Explain the meaning of the following line as used in the poem.

“Sweat till I’m wrinkled and grey”.								(1mk)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
5. Explain the difference between heaven and Heaven as used in the poem.			(2mks)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


GRAMMAR

1. Change the following sentences into either the passive or active voice.		(3mks)

i) We will send out the bills next week.					
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
ii) The fruits have been eaten by the visitors.	

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
iii) They built this school many years ago.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. Join the following sentences into one using the using the conjunction given.            (3mks)

i) Kiprono was driving fast. Kiprono had an accident. (so…………..that)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
ii) He talked to me. He talked like the principal. (as…………….                                         if)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………
iii) We like living in Limuru. The weather is cold there. (in spite of)
3. Rewrite the following sentences according to the instructions given after each. Do not change the meaning.										(3mks)

i) Water should be boiled before drinking. This will make it safe. (Join into one sentence without using a conjunction)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
ii) The beauty of the Taj Mahal struck me. (Begin: I was………………)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
iii) “Will you be needing this broken glass?” asked Muasi (Rewrite in reported speech)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. Order the adjectives in the following sentences correctly.				(3mks)

i) _______________________________________________________ mangoes cannot be eaten.
			(rotten, yellow, small)

ii) I have __________________________________________________________ poodle.
			(American, old brown)

iii) This is the __________________________________________________________ house we have ever lived in.			 (Japanese, biggest, oldest)

5. Use the word given in brackets to complete the sentence below with complex prepositions.											(3mks)

i) I have given up the case _____________________________ peace. (sake)

ii) He woke up early _____________________________ catching the early train. (view)

iii) ___________________________________ her job, she will make many contacts that will serve her well in time to come. (course)
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