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1. COMPOSITION

You are attending Madaraka Day Celebration when you bump into your friend and former primary school mate. Write a dialogue between the two of you.
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2. COMPREHENSION
The period of short rains was just starting in a semi-arid part of the Sudan. The early morning mist had cleared, and faint blue smoke rose from the ground as the hot sun touched the surface of the wet earth.
	‘People in the underworld are cooking.
People in the underworld are cooking!’ the children shouted, as they pelted one another with wet sand.

Come on, Opiaja, ‘Tekayo shouted to his son. ‘Give me a hand, I must get the cows to the river before it is too hot.’

Opija hit his younger brother with his last handful of sand, and then ran to help his father. The cows were soon out of the village and Tekayo picked up the leather pouch containing his lunch and followed them.

They had not gone far from home when Tekayo saw an eagle flying above his head with a large piece of meat in its claws. The eagle was flying low searching for a suitable spot to have its meal. Tekayo promptly threw his stick at the bird. He hit the meat and it dropped to the ground. It was a large piece of liver, and fresh blood was still oozing from it. Tekayo nearly threw the meat away, but he changed his mind. What was the use of robbing the eagle of its food only to throw it away? The meat looked good: it would supplement his vegetable lunch wonderfully. He wrapped the meat in a leaf and pushed it into his pouch.

They reached a place where there was plenty of grass. Tekayo allowed the cows to graze while he sat under an ober tree watching the sky. It was not yet lunch time, but Tekayo could not wait. The desire to taste that meat was burning within him. He took out the meat and roasted it on a log fire under the ober tree. When the meat was cooked he ate it greedily with millet bread which his wife had made the previous night.

‘My! What delicious meat,’ Tekayo exclaimed. He licked the fat juice that stained his fingers, and longed for a little more. He threw away the bitter herbs that were the rest of his lunch. The meat  was so good, and the herbs would merely spoil its taste.

The sun was getting very hot, but the cows shored no desire to go to the river to drink. One by one they lay down in the shade, chewing the cud. Tekayo also became overpowered by the afternoon heat. He rested against the trunk and slept.

While asleep, Tekayo had a dream. He was sitting before a log fire roasting a large piece of liver like the one he had eaten earlier. His mouth watered as he watched rich fat from the roasting meat dropping into the fire. He could not wait, and although the meat was not completely done, he removed it from the fire and cut it up with his hunting knife. But just as he was about to take the first bite, he woke up.

Tekayo looked around him, wondering what had happened to the meat! Could it be that he was dreaming? ‘No, no, no,’ he cried. ‘It was too vivid to be a dream!’ He sat upright and had another look around, as if by some miracle he might see a piece of liver roasting on the log fire beside him. But there was nothing. All he saw were large roots of old tree protruding above the earth’s surface like sweet potatoes in the sandy soil.

The cattle had wandered a long way off. Tekayo got up and followed them. They reached the river bank, and the thirsty cows ran to the river. While the cows drank, Tekayo sat on a white stone cooling his feet and gazing lazily at the swollen river as it flowed mightily towards the plain.

Beyond the river stood the great ‘Ghost Jungle’. a strong desire for the rich meat came back to Tekayo, and he whispered, ‘The animal with that delicious liver must surely be in that jungle’. He sat there for a while thinking. The temptation to start hunting for the animal nagged him. But he managed to suppress it. The afternoon was far spent and they were a long way from home.

The next morning Tekayo left home earlier than usual. When his wife begged him to wait for his lunch, he refused. He hurried from home, taking his hunting spears with him.

Tekayo made it impossible for the cows to graze. He rushed them along, lashing at any cow that lingered in one spot for long. They reached the edge of the ‘Ghost Jungle’ and there he left the cows grazing unattended.

Tekayo could not see any path or track leading into the ‘Ghost Jungle’. The whole place was a mass of thick bush and long grass covered with the morning dew. And except for the sounds of mating birds, there was a weird silence in the jungle that frightened him. But vehement desire within him blindly drove him on, through the thick wet grass.

After walking for some time, he stood and listened. Something was racing towards him. He turned round to look, and sure enough, a big impala was running frantically towards him. Warm blood rushed through Tekayo’s body, and he raised his sear to kill the animal. But the spear never landed. He came to face with a big leopardess that was chasing the impala. The leopardess roared at Tekayo several times challenging him, as it were, to a duel. But Tekayo looked away, clutching the spear in his trembling hand. There was no-one to fight and the beast went away after her prey.

(Adapted from Tekayo by Grace Ogot – Encounters from Africa)

QUESTIONS

1. Why did the children shout that people in the underworld were cooking?		(2mks)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………............
2. State two reasons why Tekayo considered it wise to keep the meat instead of throwing it away.													(2mks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………............
3.  What seemed unusual about Tekayo’s cows that afternoon?				(1mk)
4. How can we justify Tekayo’s disbelief that he had had a dream?				(2mks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………............
5. Explain the two reasons that made Tekayo suppress the urge to go and hunt in the “Ghost Jungle” during the first day.									(2mks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………............
6. Explain three impediments that proved a challenge to Tekayo’s entry into the jungle the following day.											(3mks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………............
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………............
7. “I must get the cows to the river before it is too hot”. (Provide a question tag)		(1mk)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………............
8. “He hit the meat and it dropped to the ground”. (Begin: The meat ……………..)	(1mk)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………............
9. Explain the meaning of the following words and phrases as used in the passage.		(6mks)
a) Pelted …………………………………………………………………………………………… 
b) Give me a hand ………………………………………………………………………………….
c) Vivid …………………………………………………………………………………………….
d) Nagged ………………………………………………………………………………………….
e) Vehement desire ………………………………………………………………………………...
f) Duel …………………………………………………………………………………………….

3. CLOZE TEST 	(10MKS)
Fill in the blank spaces in the passage below with the most appropriate word.
Our media _______________________ to play a leading ____________________ in educating Kenyans on how to _______________________ good leaders. While we  are not used to political endorsements by the media ________________________ Kenya, I think it is a trend we need to see so, _____________________ it is done fairly, objectively and in good faith. It should also be ________________________ on the policies of those ___________________ for political office.

In western democracies, major ____________________________ houses endorse candidates through research and analysis of one’s agenda, based on _________________________ opinion. Our news _____________________________, reporters, columnists and commentators have a great role to help build a better Kenya.
ORAL SKILLS 	(15MKS)

1. To each of the following words, provide another with the same pronunciation.
a) New ____________________________
b) Pane ____________________________
c) Rain ______________________________
d) Toe _______________________________
e) Stare ______________________________

2. Indicate stress placement on the syllable of the following words appropriately.
a) Import (verb)
b) Conduct (noun)
c) Subject (verb)
d) Object (noun)
e) Preserve (noun)

3. Identify the silent letters in the following words.
a) Muscle 
b) Coup
c) Rapport
d) Psyche
e) Butcher

POETRY	(10MKS)

The woman I married – Edwin Waiyaki

The woman I married
is an out-right bone – shaker
for a full decade
she had banged a typewriter
And now in substitution
Bangs the crockery
Until my house sounds like a factory

The noise keeps her sane,
They say.

Questions
1. What is the attitude of the persona towards the woman?				(2mks)
2. The persona refers to the woman as “the woman I married”, instead of “my wife”. What does this suggest about their relationship?								(2mks)  
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………............
3. What does the persona mean by, “she had banged the typewriter”.			(2mks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………............
4. Describe the character of:									(4mks)
i) Persona. Explain					
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………............
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………............
ii) The women. Explain
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………............
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………............

6. ORAL LITERATURE

1. State any three types of songs.								(3mks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………............
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………............
2. Explain the function of any of the two songs above.					(2mks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………............
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………............
3. Explain any two techniques  that you can employ in rendering a trickster story to an audience.													(4mks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………............
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………............
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………............………………………………………………………………………………………………............
4. Challenger:	A four legged, under a four legged, eating a four-legged.
    Respondent: A cat, under a table, eating a rat.

Classify the oral item above.									(1mk)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………

GRAMMAR	(15MKS)

1. Complete the following sentences with the most appropriate form of the words in brackets.

i) The examiners considered  the ____________________________________ (clear) of each candidate’s answers.
ii) Limo was suspended from his job because his _________________________________ (sober) was questionable.
iii) The students wanted to _____________________________________ (beauty) the school compound since they were expecting important visitors.

2. Fill in the following sentences with the most appropriate preposition.

i) Mwau wrote the letter __________________________ ink.
ii) The citizens were opposed ___________________________ the increase in taxation.
iii) Saina’s birthday is ____________________________ October.

3. Change the verb in brackets into the perfect aspect.

i) It was too late to intervene as Chege had ________________________ (tear) the letter into shreds.
ii) By ten O’clock all the voters had _____________________________ (cast) their votes.
iii) We were worried because Ontere had _______________________ (lay) unconsciously on the ground for two hours.

4. Re-write the following sentences, following the instructions given.
i) We will pass our national examination only if we work hard.  (Begin: Unless…………..)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………............
ii) Grunton has a debt of five hundred shillings for Alfred. (Use: owes)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………............
iii) The rioters dispersed only after police opened fire. (Begin: It was not until……………….)
5. Re-write the following sentences, correcting the errors.

i) My names are George Kamau Ng’anga and I am an accountant by profession.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………............
ii) Your situation is worst than mine.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………............
iv) The cat has eaten it’s meal.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………............
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