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1. COMPOSITIONS	(20MKS)

Imagine you have just graduated with a Bachelor’ degree in Sales and Marketing.You have seen an advertisement in the Standard Newspaper from Bata Shoe Company Limited for the position of Sales Assistant. Write to the managing director applying for the job.		(20mks) 
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2. COMPREHENSION

The Feast of the New Yam was approaching and Umuofia was in a festival mood. It was an occasion for giving thanks to Ani, the earth goddess and the source of all fertility. Ani played a greater part in the life of the people than any other deity. She was the ultimate judge of morality and conduct. And what was more, she was in close communion with the departed fathers of the clan whose bodies had been committed to earth.

The feast of the New Yam was held every year before the harvest began, to honour the earth goddess and the ancestral spirits of the clan. New yams could not be eaten until some had first been offered to these powers. Men and women, young and old looked forward to the New Yam Festival because it began the season of plenty – the new year. On the last night before the festival, yams of the old were all disposed of by those who still had them. The new year must begin with tasty, fresh yams  and not the shriveled and fibrous crop of the previous year. All cooking-pots, calabashes and wooden bowls were thoroughly washed, especially the wooden mortar in which yam was pounded. Yam foo-foo and vegetable soup was the chief food in the celebration. So much of it was cooked that, no matter how heavily the family ate or how many friends and relations they invited from neighbouring villages, there was always a huge quantity of food left over at the end of the day. The story was always told of a wealthy man who set before his guests a mound of foo-foo so high that those who sat on one side could not see what was happening on the other, and it was not until late evening that one of them saw for the first time his in-law who had arrived during the course of the meal and had fallen to on the opposite side. It was only then that they exchanged greetings and shook hands over what was left of the food.

The New Yam Festival was thus an occasion for joy throughout Umuofia. And very man whose arm was strong, as the Ibo people say, expected to invite large numbers of guests from far and wide. Okonkwo always asked his wives’ relations and since he now had three wives his guests would make a fairly big crowd.

But somehow Okonkwo could never become as enthusiastic over feasts as most people. He was a good eater and he could drink one or two fairly big gourds of palm-wine. But he was always uncomfortable sitting around for days waiting for a feast or getting over it. He would be very much happier working on his farm.

The festival was now only three days away. Okonkwo’s wives had scrubbed the walls and the huts with red earth until they reflected light. They had then drawn patterns on them in white, yellow and dark green. They then set about painting themselves with cam wood and drawing beautiful black patters on their stomachs and on their backs. The children were also decorated, especially their hair, which was shaved in beautiful patterns. The three women talked excitedly about the relations who had been invited, and the children revelled in the thought of being spoilt by these visitors from mother-land. Ikemefuna was equally excited. The New Yam Festival seemed to him to be a much bigger event here than in his own village, a place which was already becoming remote and vague in his imagination.

And then the storm burst. Okonkwo, who had been walking about aimlessly in his compound in suppressed anger, suddenly found an outlet. 

‘Who killed this banana tree?’ he asked.
A hush fell on the compound immediately.
‘Who killed this tree? Or are you all deaf and dump?’
As a matter of fact the tree was very much alive. Okonkwo’s second wife had merely cut a few leaves off it to wrap some food, and she said so. Without further argument Okonkwo gave her a sound beating and left her and her only daughter weeping. Neither of the other wives dared to interfere beyond an occasional and tentative, ‘it is enough, Okonkwo,’ pleaded from a reasonable distance.

His anger thus satisfied, Okonkwo decided to go out hunting. He had an old rusty gun made by a clever blacksmith who had come to live in Umuofia long ago. But although Okonkwo was a great man whose prowess was universally acknowledged, he was not a hunter. In fact he had not killed a rat with his gun. And so when he called Ikemefuna to fetch his gun, the wife who had just been beaten murmured something about guns that never shot. Unfortunately for her, Okonkwo heard it and ran madly into his room for the loaded gun, ran out again and aimed at her as she clambered over the dwarf wall on the barn. He pressed the trigger and there was a loud report accompanied by the wail of his wives and children. He threw down the gun and jumped into the barn, and there lay the woman, very much shaken and frightened but quite unhurt. He heaved a heavy sigh and went away with the gun.

(Adapted from Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe) 


Questions 
1. State two roles of Ani, the earth goddess, as mentioned in the passage.			(2mks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. State the activity that happened on the last night before the feast of the New Yam in Umuofia.													(1mk)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
3. How was Okonkwo different from most people of Umuofia during the festival of the New Yam?												(2mks)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. When the festival was three days away, how did Okonkwo’s wives prepare?		(3mks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
5. How can we tell from the passage that Ikemefuma had been a foreigner in Umuofia?	(2mks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
6. “Who killed this banana tree?” he asked. Begin: He asked……………………………	(1mk)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
7) With evidence from the passage, explain one economic activity among the people of Umufia.													(2mks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

8. “He would be very much happier working on his farm” Provide a question tag to this statement.											(1mk)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

9. State the meaning of the following words and phrases as used in the passage.		(6mks) 
i) deity ……………………………………………………………………………………………...
ii) looked forward to………………………………………………………………………………
iii) chief……………………………………………………………………………………….……
iv) enthusiastic…………………………………………………………………….………………
v) hush……………………………………………………………………………..………………
vi)weeping…………………………………………………………………………………………

3. CLOZE TEST	(10MKS)

Some ______________ the habits we form _____________ life are harmful _________ our health. Smoking _______________ drinking alcohol are two bad habits which are definitely injurious to our heath. Tobacco is a slow, dangerous malignant poison. In whatever __________ it is used, it is harmful. It is all the more dangerous _______________________ its __________ are slow and at first hardly noticeable. It excites and ___________________ paralyses the nerves. ___________________ weakens and clouds the brain. Its __________________ creates a thirst _________________________ strong drink and liquor.
4. ORAL SKILLS	(15mks)
1. To each of the following words, provide another with the same pronunciation.
i) Week …………………………………………….
ii) Sea ………………………………………………
iii) Knight ………………………………………….
iv) Read ……………………………………………
v) Bough ……………………………………………

2. Indicate whether each of the following words has sound /s/ or /z/ e.g grasp /s/, easy /z/
i) Because ……………….
ii) Pens …………………..
iii) Boys ………………….
iv) Is…………………..
v) Books ………………

3. Identify the silent sounds in the following words.
i) Depot ……………………………………..
ii) Knit ………………………………………
iii) Palm …………………………………..
iv) Fracas ………………………………..
v) Grandfather ………………………….

5. POETRY	(10MKS)
F.D MBUGA: Celebration of the Unknown
Tell me thou proud jigger
Having stolen your way in,
Need you beat your chest
In premature celebration?

Your flying brother
Sang a song of victory
Before he tasted the toast
And met his singing end.

We thought you had learned
To taste and not devour
Unmindful of other mouths
In the neighbourhood of time.

Come thou proud jigger
Follow the prick in my hand
And celebrate your death
Beside thy favourite toe.

1.) Briefly explain, with illustration, who the persona is in the poem above.		(2mks)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
2. Why is the title “Celebration of the unknown” suitable for this poem?			(2mks)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
3. Giving a reason for your answer, state which part of the persona’s body the jigger sucked?													(2mks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
4. “Your flying brother sung a song of victory”. Flying brother may refer to which insect?	(2mks)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
5. How does the persona kill the jigger? Provide evidence from the poem.			(2mks)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

 6. ORAL LITERATURE	(10MKS)

1. You are set to narrate an ogre story to an audience in the school dining hall. State and explain five techniques you would use to make the performance more effective.			(5mks)
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………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
2. Four hundred and forty four fools fought for food.
					
i) Identify the above genre?									(1mk)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
ii) State two functions of the genre you have identified above.				(2mks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
iii) Identify one stylistic device used in the above genre.					(2mks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

7. GRAMMAR	(15 MKS)

1) Rewrite the following sentences according to the instructions given.

a) If you will need any assistance, inform us immediately. Begin: Should……………	(1mk).
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
b) Mailu did not go for the trip but all the other students did. (Use except)			(1mk)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
c) Kiptoo rang the bell. Begin: The bell ……………………………….			(1mk)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
2. Fill in the following blank spaces with the past perfect form of the verbs in brackets.

a) The guest of honour came after everyone had _____________________ (leave)		(1mk)
b) Before he joined the national team he had ________________ (swim) in many competitions.													(1mk)
c) The principal had _______________________ (speak) when I arrived.			(1mk)

3. Provide the correct question tags to the following statements
a) Cows eat grass, _______________________________________________		(1mk)
b) I have never gone to Malinde, _____________________________________________ (1mk)
c) You know that I don’t take alcohol, ________________________________________	(1mk)
4. Write the following sentences in plural.
a) The student saw a passer-by yesterday.
……………………………………………………………………………………………	(1mk)
b) A mouse is larger than a rat.
…………………………………………………………………………………………	(1mk)
c) The shoe fits the foot; I does not need a sock.						
…………………………………………………………………………………………	(1mk)

5. Complete the following sentences with the most appropriate preposition.		(3mks)

a) The politicians were blamed _____________________________ the post election violence.

b) I believe ______________________________ the theory of “The Great Man” leadership.

c) Poor people are always exposed ___________________________risk of malnutrition.
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