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COMPREHENSION
	
Read the following passage then answer questions that follow.

	Soil erosion is a continual process in nature. Over the centuries weather and rocks interact to replace work out soil. Much as man renews his outer layer of skin. But the accelerated soil erosion created by man often destroys faster than nature can renew. It usually results from rapid and thoughtless exploitation, an attempt to obtain the maximum product as quickly as possible. This attitude has led to excessive cultivation, deforestation, overgrazing, failure to consider the nature of the soil and its environment and reluctance to devote labour and finance to maintaining 	its qualities. The results are seen in the barren lands of North Africa, the Middle East, and south china. And soil erosion has been a factor in the downfall of past civilizations. Perhaps the most frequently quoted example of soil erosion is that of the American dust bowl. Its natural equilibrium was upset by over cultivation and the land was reduced to near desert conditions. Wind erosion accelerated the process assisted by a succession of the dry years. There are many areas of the USA which have felt the impact of wind erosion. Others have been subject to water 	erosion on land which, through misuse has lost its fertility.
A number of measures which help to conserve soil have been in use for centuries in many parts of the world. Their primary aim is to make the best use of rain. They include terracing, contour farming and strip ploughing which control the quantity and pace of water run-off. Over the years, many of the best soils have been developed under grass. The soil itself must have a good biological content of minute organisms to circulate the nutrients and to maintain a health structure. With some crops, soil conservation is facilitated by allowing weeds to grow or by 	cultivating leguminous crops. These help to protect the soil from wind and water erosion and can be ploughed back as manure.
To restore vegetational cover to barren lands is a slow process, but the scientific and technical problems are far outweighed by those arising from man’s use of domestic animals, notably goats and sheep. These animals have caused soil erosion in many areas and it is urgently necessary to have more control over them. Goats and sheep have grazed large areas of 	Mediterranean countries into subsistence farming or deserts; they prevent tree growth and have 	reduced the average tree line by 1000 feet in four centuries. Unfortunately they and cattle are still being introduced into areas being cleared of forests in Africa. For example, the cattle of Maasai in Tanzania give rise to much erosion in their now restricted territories. In many instances, a far 	greater yield of protein could be obtained by ‘farming’ the wild animals in these territories. These animals and plants on which their life is based have achieved a harmony or balance in their relationship which, history, shows is rarely achieved between the goat, as farmed by humans, and its terrain.
1.  Explain how soil erosion replace work out soil.					(2mks) 						
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
2.  Soil erosion is said to be a naturally occurring process in nature. What role does man play in making soil erosion a harmful process?					(2mks)						
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................
3. Perhaps the most frequently quoted examples of soil erosion is that of the American dust bowl.   ( Begin: The American dust bowl…………………)			(1mk)				
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
4. How does the writer show that soil erosion is a global problem? 			(2mks)			
................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
5. Which is the greatest consequence of soil erosion recorded in history according to this 
     passage?										(1mk
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
6.  “It usually results from rapid and thoughtless exploitation, an attempt to obtain the    
maximum product as quickly as possible. State the word class of the underlined words 
as used in the passage									(2mks)
Example: Exploitation: noun

Usually:…………………………………………………………….

Thoughtless:…………………………………………………..

7.  Why do you think the word: ‘Farming’: in the last paragraph has been put in quotation              marks? 										(2mks)  											
................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................
8.  What measures have been used in many parts of the world t o conserve soil?    (5mks)   
              		(Answer in note form)									

................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
9. Explain the meaning of the following words as used in the passage.		(3mks) 

 i) Renew…………………………………
   			
 ii) Barren……………………………………………
   			
 iii) Pace……………………………………




2. 	THE RIVER BETWEEN by ‘Ngugi Wa Thiong’o 

        Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow:-
A big roar of “The Teacher” greeted his brief speech. Some cried “The Teacher is right,” though they did not know what he was right about. Others cried, “Let Kabonyi come forward”. And Kabonyi stood up with dignity. Their unfinished battle was now on.
He was once a follower of Joshua. Now he was the leader of the Kiama and he lived in Makuyu. He spoke with the authority of a man who knows the secret workings, evil and good, in men’s hearts and in the country. His big accusation was that Waiyaki was unclean. He had thahu and if he continued teaching the people there would be darkness instead of light. When a girl called Muthoni died because she was visited by evil spirits,Waiyaki had taken her to the white man’s hospital in Siriana, and was never cleansed. As he was a leader, his thahu had visited the tribe. It was now for the tribe to take action. For Waiyaki was a greater menace than the people realized. He was in league with the white man, who had brought a secret religion to quieten the people while the land was being grabbed by their brothers. And taxation? Who did not now 	complain of the heavy taxation imposed on the men and women? He described Waiyaki’s many secret journeys to Siriana under the pretext of getting more teachers for the people. When the Kiama said that people should take arms against the Government Post (it was very small anyway, it would not be difficult to take it) Waiyaki opposed this and cried: “Education! Education!” Will education give use back our land? Let him answer that.
He sat down. Waiyaki noticed that Kabonyi had carefully avoided any mention of Joshua 	or Nyambura. Why? He thought that he too would avoid dragging in the name of Nyambura but 	he would speak of unity. Now, or he would never get another chance. Kabonyi’s speech had been 	greeted first with stony silence and then with murmuring. The sun was slowly going down.
Waiyaki’s voice was calm and  compelling . His eyes shone and anger began to stir in him, for now he knew without any doubt that Kabonyi was determined to see his ruin.
“What does Kabonyi want?” he asked. “Who first followed the white man and embraced the new faith? Who betrayed the tribe when Makuyu and Kameno and the other ridges could have risen in arms against the white man?”
He turned to the people and in simple words reminded them of their history. “It was before Agu and Agu, at the beginning of things, that Murungu, the Creator, gave rise to Gikuyu and 	Mumbi, father and mother of the tribe. He made them stand on the holy ground on top of Kerinyaga and showed them all the land. You remember what he told them; the great promise that 	he gave to our ancestors. ‘This land I give to you, O man and woman.  It is yours to till, you and your posterity.’ The land was fertile and in it grew all, the fruit and honey was there in plenty. When he brought them to Kameno, they still saw the land was beautiful. They were happy and with content in their hearts followed Murungu to Mukurwe wa Gathanga, where he kept them. And now we who are descendants of the nine daughters of Gikuyu and Mumbi are torn with strife and rivalry.”
He spoke of the great heroes of the tribe and mentioned Demi na Mathathi, Wachiori, Mugo wa Kibiro and Kamiri. He told them of the great victories that these heroes had over other 	peoples whom they had fought with.

 a)What had Waiyaki just said that caused the roar?					(3mks)
	
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
(b) What theme is well illustrated in this extract 					(2mks)
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................				
(c) Give a question tag for this statement(1mks)
						
 You remember what he told them; the great problem that he gave the ancestors............ 

………………………......................................................................
(d) Make notes on the accusations Kabonyi levels against Waiyaki			(5mks)

................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
 (e) Who is Mugo wa Kibiro and how relevant is he to Waiyaki’s mission?		(4mks)	

................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................
(f) In which way is Mugo wa Kabiro’s Prophecy opposed to people taking up arms against the government? 								(2mks)											
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
(g) What is ironical about Kabonyi’s accusation against Waiyaki ?			(2mks)			
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
(h) Illustrate the use of flashback in the extract.					(2mks) 							
.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
(i) Who were Demi na Mathathi and why was Waiyaki previously told he could not play
      Demi?										(3mks
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
											
(j) What happened at the spot where Murungu showed Gikuyu and Mumbi the land in
     Kameno.										(2mks)												
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
Read the poem below and answer the questions that follow:

 	*UGU* You see that Benz sitting at the rich’s end?

Ha! That Motoka is Motoka.
It belongs to the minister for fairness
Who yesterday was loaded with doctorate?
At Makerere with whisky and I don’t know what
Plus I hear the literate thighs of an undergraduate.

You see those market women gaping their mouths?
The glory of its inside has robbed them of words
I tell you the feathery seats the gold steering
The TV the radio station the gear!
He can converse with all the world presidents
While driving in the back seat with his darly
Between his legs without the driver seeing a thing!
Ha! Ha! Ha!

Look at the driver chasing the children away
They want to see the pistol in the door pocket
Or the button that lets out bullets from the machine
Through the eyes of the car – Sshhhhhhhhh
Lets not talk about it.

But I tell you that Motoka can run
It sails like a lijato, speeds like a swallow
And doesn’t know anyone stupid on its way
The other day I heard
But look at its behind, that mother of twins!
A-ah That Motoka is Motoka.
	
You just wait, I’ll tell you more
But let me first sell my tomatoes
(By THEOLUZUKA)

a) Who is the persona?								(2mks)
...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................b) Briefly explain what the poem is all about.					(3mks)
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
c) Identify any two stylistic devices used in the poem.				(2mks)
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
d) Explain the character of the market women as portrayed in the poem.		(4mks)

................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
e) Explain the meaning of the following lines as used in the poem.			(3mks)				
 i) Ha! That Motoka is Motoka.
................................................................................................................................................
ii) The glory of its inside has robbed them of the words. 
................................................................................................................................................
  iii) But look at its behind, that mother of twins.
................................................................................................................................................
f) Describe the tone of the poem.						            (2mks)
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
g) Comment on the persona’s attitude towards the minister   for fairness.              (2mks)

...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................h) Identify the economic activity of the people portrayed in this poem.                (2mks)
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
	
a) Rewrite the following sentences as instructed 
                                                                            
i)The UN security  council has  declared Sudan a failed state  (begin  Sudan……….)
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
 ii) Please sit down   ………………………………………    (add a question tag)
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
 iii) The boy is very foolish. He believes everything I tell him. (Rewrite as 1 sentence using enough to)
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

b.) Replace the underlined words with a suitable phrasal verb                                                      
 i) I was completely deceived by the confident trickster.

................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
ii) The first thing   my uncle did on leaving prison was to visit us 

................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
iii) He tried to disguise himself as a beggar but his soft, clean hands betrayed him
..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
     	
c) Use the correct form of the words given in brackets 
                                                                  
 i) The husband tried to restrain his…...............................wife (aggression)

 ii) Such a policy can………………………..….. (Danger) the poor

iii) The guest of honour was given a………….. (Tumult) welcome by the waiting crowd

d) Fill in the blanks with the most appropriate personal pronoun

  i)  Between you and ……………………..(me/ I) who is taller?

   ii)  Rose and ……………………………………. (she/ her) left for Nairobi.

   iii) The winners are Arendi and………………………….. (her/ she
e) 	Fill in the blank spaces with the correct preposition
 
i) The teacher congratulated him……………………………… his graduation.

ii) No other being can be compared …………………………………. God.

  iii) They disagreed…………..………………….… who should be chosen the prefect
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