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TERM 1 MID-TERM EXAM 2011
ENGLISH FORM 2

1 COMPOSITION

Write a composition about an accident you witnessed.
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2 COMPREHENSION

Battle against television

Recently I visited my sister who lives in Busia. I arrived at about 3.00 o’clock in the afternoon. After asking around I was directed to her house. I knocked on the door for quite some time but no one answered. However I could hear some music coming from inside the house. I got frustrated, and being very tired, I decided to sit on the beautiful lawn that made up the large compound. I must have dozed off because the next thing I heard was my sister’s voice waking me up.

‘Wanjama, how can you travel all the way from Voi to come and sleep the lawn? Let’s go inside,’ she said as she led me into the house.

I was surprised when we got inside the house only to find four children glued t the TV. Me greeting were answered with sullen grunts. Only one or two looked up briefly to see who the stranger was.

My sister excitedly introduced me to the children as their uncle. They shouted and screamed, but I was scandalized to realize that I was not the cause of their excitement. Their pop star had just taken the stage in the music programme they were watching, causing all excitement. This infuriated me.

For the next three days I witnessed the children wake up early in the morning and watch TV till late into the night. I observed that during prayers for meals, all the children did was to mute the sound on the TV and then pretend to be praying while they continued to watch the TV. I heard very little conversation either among themselves or with their mother. These children had become ‘TV zombies’.

On the last evening of my visit I decided to intervene. After supper I demanded that they switch off the TV. This was met with disbelief and open hostility. Nobody made an effort to switch off the TV, but I was not going to relent. So I took the remote control unit and switched off the TV.

“What is wrong with watching TV” The eldest girl protested, looking at me with murderous eyes.

‘The TV itself is not the problem,’ I said firmly, but the way you use it is!’ At least I now had their attention. The house was deathly silent. This was the first time in three days that the children were talking with me, albeit in a hostile environment.

 I explained to them that television is a positive tool only to a certain extent. First, it is certainly a good source of education. There are many well-researched documentary programmes which viewers can benefit from. Second, TV is a source of good entertainment. There are numerous sports and drama programmes which are quite entertainment. There are numerous sports and drama programmes which are quite entertaining.

On the other hand, TV can be a negative force. When you sit for hours on end watching every programme without discrimination, this is very dangerous. Some of the programmes may not be appropriate and may corrupt your morals. You also run the risk of becoming a zombie.

‘Since I came here three days ago none of you has had time to talk with me, yet I am your only maternal uncle!’ I reasoned with the now attentive children. ‘I am leaving tomorrow morning but none of you even knows my name!’ I continued.

‘I’m sorry, uncle,’ the youngest child pleaded.

‘I’m not against your watching TV, but you need to plan your time properly so that you don’t end up watching TV the whole day. You must select the programmes you are going to watch carefully, otherwise you’ll end up watching all the programmes, including those meant for adults only! I concluded.

As I went to sleep that evening, all the children followed suit. The next morning, as my sister and her four children escorted me to the bust station, I told her that she needed to create time to discuss with the children what they watched on TV.

QUESTIONS

1. Where had Wanjama travelled from?						(2 mks)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2. Why did Wanjama sit on the lawn?						(1 mk)
A. He was tired and no one opened the door to the house
B. He was tired and lawn was bvery beautiful.
C. He could hear some music from inside the house.
D. He wanted to doze off on the beautiful lawn.

______________________________________________________________________________
3. In one sentence describe how the children received Wanjama when he finally entered the house.											(2 mks)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4.  Why was Wanjama upset?								(1 mk)
A. Because the children shouted and screamed.
B. Because the children were more interested in their pop star than in him.
C. Because his sister introduced him as the children’s uncle.
D. Because the pop star had just taken the stage in the TV music programme.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
5. According to the writer how can parents help their children avoid the negative effects of television?										(4 mks)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
6. Explain two ways in which television is a negative force.				(4 mks)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
7. According to the passage, how can students use television positively?		(2 mks)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
8. Do you think it was right for Wanjama to switch off the TV on the last night of his visit?													(2 mks)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
9. Would you say Wanjama achieved anything during his visit? Explain your answer.	(3 mks 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


2. Read the passage below and fill in each blank space with an appropriate word.     (10 mks)

In my opinion, running daily is the best_________________________________ you can do to become________________________________________ fit. People today talk a great deal about ________________________________ fitness, but there would not be so many people in poor physical ________________________ if everyone ran a mile every day. It is our ___________________________ to take care of our __________________________________. We cannot do this without ___________________________________. No one has found a better or more ______________________________ means of _________________________ than running. Therefore everyone should ____________________________ running since it is the best exercise you can do to become physically fit. 

ORAL SKILLS
A. I) Give another word that is prounced the same way as the words given below.	 (3 mks)
i) Need ________________________________________________
ii) Feet ___________________________________________________
iii) Sew __________________________________________________
iv) Ate __________________________________________________
v) Sent __________________________________________________
vi) Herd ________________________________________________

B) Identify and underline the silent letter (s) in the following words.		(3 mks)

i) Comb

ii) Often

iii) Buffet

iv) Sachet

v) Castle

vi) Debris

C) Use the following words in sentence to show how each can be used as 
	- A verb
	- A noun									(4 mks)
i) Produce

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
ii) Refrize

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
D) State two forms of non-verbal communication.					(3 mks)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
E) What do the following actions communicate?					(3 mks)

 a) A frown

______________________________________________________________________________ 
b) Biting your nails when someone is talking to you.

______________________________________________________________________________ 
c) Slapping your forehead with your palm.		

______________________________________________________________________________ 

GRAMMAR (15 MKS)

Use the correct form of the word in bracket to fill the gaps.

1. The students were told to avoid unnecessary ___________________________ (repeat)

2) I wanted to save you from such __________________________________ (embarrass)

3) Who will pay for the _________________________________(maintain)costs?

4) why were students _________________________________ noise in class? (make)

5) The good grades one scored were beyond my ______________________________ (imagine)


Choose the correct alternative to complete each of the following sentences.

1) We wondered on what (principal/principle) his behavior was base.

______________________________________________________________________________ 
2) The football team has been going for (practice/practise) every afternoon.

______________________________________________________________________________ 
3) Were appreciated the (advice/advise) that he was given by his father.

______________________________________________________________________________ 
4) Chesang has been (dinning/dining) at Imara Restaurant since he was transferred to Nairobi.

______________________________________________________________________________ 
5) A large (desert/dessert) is found in the Northern part of Africa.

______________________________________________________________________________
6) Elimu Bookshop has been supplying the school with (stationary/stationery).
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Complete the quantifier phrases below
1. a ___________________________ of lamp
2. a ___________________________ of soap
3. a __________________________ of land
4. a __________________________ of sugar cane. 


Read this poem and answer the questions
I Love you, My Gentle One 
I love you, my gentle one;
My love is the fresh milk in the Rubindi 
Which you drank on the wedding day;
My love is the butter we were smeared with
To seal fidelity into our hearts.

You are the cattle- bird’s egg.
For those who saw you are wealthy;
You are the papyrus reed of the lake,
Which they pull out with both hands.
And I sing for you with tears
Because you posses my heart:
I love you, my gentle one.

1. Who is the persona?									(2 mks)

______________________________________________________________________________ 
2. What is the poem about?									(2 mks)

______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
3. Identify and illustrate two literary device used in the poem.				(4 mks)

______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
4. Give the meaning of the following lines							(2 mks)

And I sing for you with tears
Because you posses my heart




1. What are myths?										(2 mks)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. List any two (2) features of myths.								(2 mks)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Write four (4 types of oral narrative) that you know.					(4 mks)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Name any two types of songs.								(2 mks)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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