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TERM 1 END-TERM EXAM 2011
ENGLISH FORM 1

Read the following passage and answer the question that follow

THE COMMUNICATIVE POWER OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Once it used to be said that “the sun never sets on the British”. This meant that the British Empire covered all the time zones, so that when the sun was setting on one part of the empire, it was rising on another.

The same thing can be said about the English language today. English is spoken as a first language in United Kingdom, Ireland, the United States of America, Canada, New Zealand and Australia. It is also spoken in the Caribbean countries like Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago, and Gunaya among others. In addition to this, English is used as a second language in over fifty countries spread across Africa and Asia. This means that when you have a good command of English you can enjoy the writing of people from all over the world, and can communicate your ideas beyond the borders of this continent.

We in East Africa embraced the English language accidentally through the colonial experience. English came in as a welcome addition to our already rich language situation of over forty local languages and Kiswahili. In fact the majority of Kenyans today are multilingual. They use at least three speak a fourth language which may be either French, Spanish, German, Japanese or Arabic among others.

The local or ethnic language bond a person to the history, culture and religious traditions of his or her people. If you speak one of the ethnic languages, for example, you are able to enjoy the songs, dances, stories, proverbs and riddles in that language. It also helps you to communicate with the older folks who may not understand English or Kiswahili.

Kiswahili is the national language in Kenya and is used by people from all the ethnic groups. When one speaks and understands Kiswahili one can communicate with people from all over Kenya. Kiswahili is in fact a “regional language” because it is spoken in a number of countries in East and Central Africa. Lately, Kiswahili was indeed adopted as one of the working languages at African Union meetings. Kiswahili, therefore, opens opportunities beyond the borders of Kenya.

After Kenya attained independence, English was retained as the official language because it was, and still is, a great advantage for many of our operations. Though the original speakers of English were the people living in the British Isle, English is now spoken as a first language in two other continents, North America and Australia. It is also the second language for continents, North America and Australia. It is also the second language for millions of people living all over the world. Therefore, with English you can be at home anywhere in the world. English provides us with a powerful link to the global village.

Recent developments in modern technology have enhanced our ability to speak, read, write and understand English well. Many of the computer programmes available for example, are made to respond to instruction given in English.

English is also important for participation at the international level. Many reports and records on recent developments, science and other special research are in English. There is much more written literature in English than there is in any other language. Therefore, a student who can read and write English well is at an advantage.

Questions

1. Why was it said that ‘the sun never sets on the British Empire?				(2 mks)

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
2. Name five countries that use English as the first language.				(5 mks)

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
3. How did English come to East Africa?							(2 mks)

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
4. Why is it important to maintain the local or ethnic language?				(2 mks) 

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
5. Why is Kiswahili termed ‘a regional language?’						(2 mks)

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
6. Give one advantage of using Kiswahili.							(1 mk)

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
7. i) English is now spoken as a first language in two other continents, ___________________ (Add a question tag)

ii) A good number of other speak a fourth language. (Write in past tense).

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
8. Give the meaning of the following words as used in the passage.			(4 mks)

I) Multi-lingual ______________________________________________________________

ii) Folks ____________________________________________________________________

iii) Attained _________________________________________________________________

iv) Isles ____________________________________________________________________


CLOZE TEST 

Fill in the blank spaces with the most appropriate word.

The term “user-friendly” is quite common these days. A user-friendly appliance is one which is ____________________________ to use and which, often, keeps giving you tips on the best ways to use ______________at every stage. Some early computers were not quite user-friendly and some f the feedback they gave to their users sometimes provocative.

There was once this quick-tempered scientist _________________________________ at an early version of a PC in his laboratory. He kept keying in data and commanding the computer to give him feedback. “GIGO” was the first bit of feedback the computer gave, meaning “garbage in, garbage out”. In other words, the PC was saying, “if you give me nonsense, I give you ____________________________________ back”.

____________________________ answer to the scientist’s second ___________________ was, “That’s dumb” an American expression meaning “silly”. The computer’s ___________________ message was a little longer but no more friendly. It sad, “How can you ____________________ such a stupid question?” but the last straw came when the computer answer one enquiry with the feedback, “IDIOT!” The scientist jumped to his ______________________, lifted high  the stool on which he ______________ been sitting and brought it crashing smack on the top of the computer.

Was this computer user-friendly? 

ORAL SKILLS

A. Identify the silent letters in the following words.						(3 mks)

i) Debt _______________________

ii) Honest _____________________

iii) Psalms ____________________

B. Write words that are pronounced the same as each of the following.			(3 mks)

i) Our ___________________

ii) Flour _____________________

iii) Meat ____________________

C. Give four ways which can help us use our voice effectively when reading aloud.	(4 mks)

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
ORAL LITERATURE. (10 MKS)
 
1. What is a trickster narrative?								(2 mks)
...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
2.) Give two examples of animals used as tricksters.						(2 mks)
.................................................................................................................................................................
3. Give another name that means the same as ogre.						(2 mks)
.................................................................................................................................................................
4. What do ogre in ogre stories represent in real life?						(2  mks)
.................................................................................................................................................................
5. What is a lullaby?										(2 mks)
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
POETRY
Read the following poem and answer the questions that follow.

There is a little hut
Built across from here;
They’ve mudded two walls
And the rest stands unmade........
And they ran out of mud.

There is a deep gully
Running along the road;
They have filled it halfway
And the rest is still gaping.....
For they ran out of mud.

There is a pot by the altar
That they begun to mould:
They finished the base
But the neck remains undone.............
For they run out of mud.

Mud! Mud!
Who can find mud?
Maybe if it were gold
Someone would.

Questions

1. Why do you think the events described in the poem are set in a rural area?			(2 mks)

........................................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................................

2. Give two tasks in the poem that are not completed.						(4 mks)

................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
3. What do you think is the real reason why those tasks are not completed?			(2 mks) 

................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
4. Why do the last stanza of the poem odd?							(2 mks)

................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................


GRAMMAR (20 MKS)

A. Rewrite the following sentences according to the instructions after each. Do not change the meaning. 										(4 mks)
i) You can still pass your exams. You only need to work hard. Begin: If you .........................................
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
ii) John and Mary did not travel to Mombasa yesterday. (Begin: Neither ..............................)
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
iii) As soon as the bell rang, the teacher went out. (Begin: No sooner.....................................)
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
iv) I can be able to climb that mountain (Rewrite the sentence correctly)
................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
B) Complete the following sentence filling in the blank space with the plural forms of the nouns in brackets.											(3 mks)

i) There are many active _____________________________ in Japan (volcano)
ii) Many ______________________________were lost in the road accident (life)
iii) Many _______________________________ attended the Baraza (chief)
C. Fill the blanks with appropriate preposition.							(3 mks)
i) The English lesson ends _______________________________________ 10.00 am
ii) The sweets were shared _________________________________ members of the class.
iii) The orange was shared equally _______________________________ James and Mary.
D) Use final Punctuation  marks in the following sentences.					(3 mks)
i) Did Adam have milk teeth
ii) How joyous are the days of youth
iii) Sunday is the first day of the week.
E. Choose the correct pronouns from those given in brackets to complete the sentences.	(3 mks)
i)  (I, Me) like dogs and they like (I, me).
........................................................................................................................................................................
ii) This is beyond (us/we). If is for (them/ they) to decide.
........................................................................................................................................................................
iii) Ask (they/them) why (they/them) have been coming to school late.				
........................................................................................................................................................................
F. Complete these sentences by filling in blanks with a, an or the
i) ____________________________lion is the king of the jungle.
ii) Abdi knows how to play _______________ guitar.
iii) It is ____________________ honour to be awarded for the best performance.
iv) They stood by ____________________________ waterfall for __________hour.
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