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A. COMPREHENSION								 (20HRS)

Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow.

Four o’clock. And she had not yet appeared. The school was almost deserted. Waiyaki had given the children permission to go home earlier than usual because they had been working the whole day mudding the building. The gaping holes were no longer there. The walls looked newly built and the hut was quite respectable except for the roof. However, he thought he would speak about the roof when the e parents met. The gathering might be a large one, for it would be attended by people from the other ridges. Marioshoni had established itself as the centre of the new spirit sweeping through the ridges. And Waiyaki, though young was considered the unofficial leader of the education movement that would inevitably awaken the ridges. The day for the meeting had already been fixed.

Waiyaki waited. He became restless. Perhaps she would not come. He felt hurt and did not know what to do. All the day long, he had of nothing but their meeting.  Whenever her heard footfalls, he had though that it was she. And whenever he saw a head appearing, his heart beat with expectancy. His should and senses were taut and tense.

She did not come. And he could not wait any more. He was angry and felt disappointed. For the first time he thought that she might be the conceited girl Kamau had painted her in their talks. He had then not believed it but now he knew it was true. What a proud woman! Was it because her father Joshua – or could it be - ? What had he not thought of it? She might have feared her father would discover her. For a time, he strongly felt the gap between them. It was as big as the one dividing Kameno and makuyu.

He went home.

His mother’s hut and to barns stood there defiantly; exactly as they had stood for years. His father’s thingira had been burnt, as was the custom, after his death. Waiyaki could never think of his home without the old man coming into the picture. His father usually sat outside, until the cows were milked, the birds flew away and the sun sank home. Sometimes he would sit there under the family tree till darkness had covered the land.

Around the huts was bush, extending until it merged with low-lying forest. The forest went down the slope to Honia River. Beyond and across the valley facing Kameno was Makuyu, with many huts lying along the top in little clusters, indicating various households. From afar you might have thought the huts in Waiyaki’s home were a part of the bush and the forest. Actually the whole place was not all bush. Small shambas were hidden from view by the trees. Now that the rain had fallen, Waiyaki knew that green life would soon appear; and peas, beans and maize would soon be flourishing, scorning the drought that had been threatening the country.

Question
1. Explain what happens shortly before this extract			(3mks) 
.........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
2. Highlight one element of traditions evident in the passage.		(2mks)

..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

3. Explain the instance of personification evident in the second last paragraph   of the passage.									(2mks)
............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. ..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
4. Discuss the conflicting emotions going through Waiyaki mind as he waits for ‘her’.										(4mks)

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

5. How is Kamau connected to the woman mentioned in the passage?     (3mks)
.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

6. i. Whenever he heard footfalls, he had thought it was she. (Begin: He had...)
.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

ii. Small shambas were hidden from view by the trees. (Rewrite in the active voice)
..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

7. Comment on Waiyaki’s optimism in the last paragraph.		(2mks)
.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

8. Explain the meaning of the following words as used in the passage.	(2mks)

i.Sweeping.........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

ii. Conceited...........................................................................................................
...............................................................................................................................

B. POETRY
Read the following poem and answer the questions that follow.

                   Sitting down
An old man is like a rock, rough-hewn
Which a god shaped,
Shaped here and scooped there,
With sharp eagerness.

                    Standing
And supporting himself with a crook,
The weakness creeps out at the knee,
And the old man now is like a dragonfly.

At the painful moment of birth,
We are born and grow,
Quietly, imperceptibly, the process unfolds,
Of a baby growing to a boy, a boy to a man,
And then suddenly we realize,
That what we were we no longer are.

Then the drama starts,
It’s fight and feverous – 
Of shifting ourselves, into this guise and that,
Touching, tasting, testing,
Staining the purity of youth.

But relief comes with experience, 
Experience the pegs of pain,
Piercing to the formless mass,
Of the turmoil inside man,
Now the soul is born, but gone too is the fire,
Which would have inspired it.

So man falls back,
To the patterned repetition of traditions,
And so sitting down he looks rock-strong,
But standing is the broken pitcher.

Questions

a. Explain what the poem is about.						(3mks)
.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

b. Explain the irony of life brought out in the fifth stanza.			(4mks)
.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

c. What does the poem reveal about the youth?				(3mks)
.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
d. Apart from irony, identify and explain two features of style used in the passage.										(6mks)
.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
e. Explain the meaning of the following lines.				(4mks)

i. Staining the purity of life.....................................................................................

ii. Now the soul is born, but gone too is the fire.................................................
...............................................................................................................................


E. GRAMMAR   (20MKS)

1. Rewrite the following sentences according to instructions given.	(5mks)

i. If you have nothing to say, I will deliver the verdict. (Begin: Unless.................)

..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
ii. Find me another bottle. (Add a question tag).
..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
iii. Otieno did not realize it was four o’clock. He got out of bed. (Join into one sentence starting: Not..........................................)

.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
iv. The boys blow bubbles from the pipe. (Rewrite beginning: Bubbles.............)
.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
v. On the bus you mustn’t eat ice-cream. (Begin: You aren’t.........................) 
.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
2. Replace the underlined words with appropriate phrasal verbs using verbs in brackets.									(4mks)
i. We must cooperate to make sure our team wins (pull).
...............................................................................................................................
ii. Our plane was delayed because of bad weather (hold).
...............................................................................................................................
iii. The neighbours could not tolerate their noise anymore. (put)
...............................................................................................................................
iv. When he regained consciousness, he spoke about his ordeal. (come)
...............................................................................................................................

3. Correct the error in each of the following sentences.			(4mks)
i. It is amazing that it’s tail is so strong.
...............................................................................................................................
ii. When I entered into the room, my friends shouted.
...............................................................................................................................
iii. I’ll give you the money when you return back from your journey.
...............................................................................................................................
iv. She called for help because she couldn’t be able to walk.
...............................................................................................................................


4. Fill in the blank spaces with the correct preposition.			(5mks)
i. I am not eating much for I am ...................................................... a diet.
ii. The goods must be paid ............................. cash but not ................. cheque.
iii. Harriet decided to leave Mombasa .......................................... good.
iv. Awino is very good ......................................... mathematics.

5. Fill in the blank with the correct form of the word in brackets. 	(2mks)
i. Your ................................................................ will take you nowhere. (hostile)
ii. Let’s approach the matter with a lot of ................................................ (sober)
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